
Your gift will help us to do 
that while affording us the 
funds to hire a skilled teaching 
staff, maintain our amazing 
campus, and continue to 
provide our fabulous 
enrichment classes such as 
violin, art, music, drama, PE, 
and gardening taught by such 

wonderful teachers. 

We have set an extraordinary 
goal to ask one thousand 
people to give $1000 each or 
to pledge $100 dollar a month 
over ten months to sustain and 
undergird this organization, 
and we believe that it can be 
done. I hope you do too, and 
that you will give in whatever 
way that you can! I want to 
add your name to our growing 
list of lifesavers! We offer our 
thanks and eternal gratitude 

to :     

 Barbara Boyd 

Carmen Lopez 

Debra Parson 

James Vigil 

Jared & Laura Pratt 

Jasmine Forbes 

Michael & Jennifer Ickes 

Mike White 

Russ & Laura Vigil 

Scott Family Foundation 

Stephen Smith 

Tammy Jones & Rachel Wirth 

Walt Nickerson 

Our 21st school year got off 
to a bumpy start when I 
announced by email this 
summer that the school was 
under enrolled by 60 
students, and that we would 
be facing a severe financial 
shortage. Sadly, four families 
left the school. That’s the 
bad news. The good news is 
that everyone else stayed and 
rolled up their sleeves and 
pitched in to make this the 
best year we have ever had. 
Just since August we have a 
new Principal, a new library, 
a new daycare space, a new 
website, a new Cub Scout 
Troop, renewed Track and 
Chess Clubs, a refurbished 
garden and greenhouse, and 

10 new students!  

The support we have 
experienced since my first 
plea for help went out is 
nothing short of miraculous 
as people rallied to us with 
their time, talent and treasure 
to sustain us in our hour of 

need.   

We first attacked the 
problem by asking for 
everyone’s help and advice 
and you all came forward 
with kindness and 

generosity.  

Then we cut $300,000 from 
our budget by reducing our 
payroll and eliminating our 
events and materials 
spending. Next, our CSPA 
stepped in to help with 

incidentals and expenses 
which were eliminated by 
budget cuts so that our 
teachers would have what 
they need to do a great job 

all year long. 

We have also received a 
$100,000 interest free loan 
to fund the year and are 
raising the remaining funds 
through cash donations and 

pledges.  

So far this year, we have 
been gifted $38,000 from 
fundraisers and 
contributions with $62,000 
yet to go, to total the 
$500,000 deficit we needed 
to address with budget cuts, 
loan money and donations. 
We are not out of the woods 
yet, and have a long way to 
go before we come up for 
air, but we are closing in on 

our goal.  

I have listed our amazing 
donors here and ask that you 
all join them in giving so 
that we can close the tuition 
gap and meet our 
fundraising goal together. 
We want to be able to 
continue to serve this 
community with modern and 
innovative teaching 
practices that support a 
diverse group of learners, 
helping each one to reach 
his full potential and 
succeed in school long after 

they leave us.  

 

From the Director... 

November 2015 Cottonwood School News 

COTTON TALES 
The Seven Knightly Virtues: essential elements of today’s code of chivalry  

JUSTICE 
A knight holds him- or herself to the highest standard of behavior, and knows 

that “fudging” on the little rules weakens the fabric of society for everyone. 

The  
Cottonwood  
Advantage! 
 
Our school has… 
  
*a 7 hour school day 

*two teachers per class 

*a 7 acre campus 

*an apple orchard  

*CHICKENS! 

*access to the river 

*a working greenhouse 

*weekly visual and 

performing arts classes 

 
*K-6th violin classes 
 
*community service  
 
* 2 bilingual teachers 
 
*student accolades from 

all the middle schools 

 
OUR SCHOOL IS 

ONE OF A KIND! 



This month in the toddler 
class we are enjoying 
watching the changing 
leaves from our cozy 
classroom window. In circle 

time 
we are 

learning the Five Little 
Leaves and the Five Little 
Pumpkins song. They love 
to giggle when the five little 
pumpkins roll out of sight. 
It's a hoot! We have also 
started painting with water 
colors and stamping with a 
stamp pad. The children are 
all keeping busy as they 
explore our classroom 
activities. During circle time 
we are singing about the 
seven days of the week and 
we count all the days on the 
calendar. In our nature walk 

we have collected several 
bugs such as beetles, leaf 
bugs, and of course, 
grasshopper. We have had a 
very sweet month and we are 
looking forward to our 
beautiful fall weather and all 
the colorful changes around 
us. As it gets colder please 
make sure your little tots have 
a coat and warm shoes so that 
we can continue to enjoy our 
big, beautiful campus and 
observe the change in 
seasons. Until next time, 
snuggle in and keep warm.  

Ms. Pam’s Toddler Class 

Ms. Tricia’s Transition Class (2.5-3.5 years)  
how the sun immediately 
warmed the air when the 
clouds parted and the sun 
came out again. We have 
kept a careful watch on two 
trees on our nature walks, 
noticing how they are 
changing each day: the shift 
of colors, the loss of leaves, 
even the change in how much 
shade they give. Believe me, 
nothing slips past these 
students. Science in the 
preschool years must be 

taught with an 
anchor to concrete 
and appealing 
experiences, and 
isn't it wonderful 
we have this 
AMAZING and 
BEAUTIFUL 
rambling campus 
for our laboratory? 
I can't wait for our 
first snowfall!  
 
The last school day 
in October was our 
Halloween 
celebration, and all 
our students came 
dressed in adorable 
costumes. 

 A marvelous time was had 
by all. Mr. Shanaul was kind 
enough to get take this 
wonderful photo of the class 
showing off their Halloween 
finery! 
 
I can’t wait to see what 
November holds as we move 
slowly into wintertime and 
the seasons of gratitude and 
giving. 
 
Ms. Moe will be along on 
Wednesday mornings from 
10:00AM-10:30AM to teach 
music to our class. They are 
an eager group of singers and 
dancers and enjoy their time 
with her. 
 
We welcomed three year old 
Amy-Lynne Baker to our 
class in October! (That’s 
Amy-Lynne on the left!) 
Look for Amy-Lynne and her 
parents, Robert and Joan,  
around the campus and give 
them a warm Cottonwood 
welcome when you see them. 
Bienvenidos, Baker Family! 

October was beautiful. It 
gave us the perfect 
opportunity to have in-depth 
lessons about weather. There 
was ever y weather type to 
be seend except for a full 
blown hurricane. We had 
stormy days and windy days, 
sunny days, and both warm 
and chilly days. We got to 
walk in gentle rains and 
explore the properties of 
puddles. We felt the chilly 
air on our noses and saw 
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“One cannot perceive beauty 
but with a serene mind”     -
Henry David Thoreau 

Welcome Autumn! Fall is fun, 
and we have begun discussing 
the changing season and the 
promise of beautiful trees and 
leaves. We are rubbing, printing 
and painting leaves and trees 
and collecting many beautiful 
nature objects that remind us of 
this changeable season. There 
are so many good books to read 
to spark are imaginations and 
creativity such as “Fletcher and 
the Falling Leaves” and “Fall is 
Not Easy” . In the classroom 
the Practical Life area is one of 

the most popular areas. The 
activities in this area are the 
child's link between home and 
school. They contain familiar 
objects such as pitchers, bowls 
and spoons and are usually 
activities assembled by the 
teacher. When planning 
activities for Practical Life, the 
teacher makes sure there are 
controls of error within the 
work so that the child will be 
successful. The developmental 
aims of this area is are order, 
concentration, coordination and 
independence Through the 
repeated use of the materials in 
this area, the children master 

the skills they need to move on to 
the next level of difficulty. Water 
is used to pour, ladle, scrub and 
wash. Scented soaps add interest 
and beautiful vessels attract the 
child to the work and give the 
message that this work is 
important. Each month new tools 
and colors are added to the shelf 
to continue the journey of 
mastering very necessary skills 
of life. 

To read more about Practical 
Life in our classroom, go to our 
school blog at: http://
cottonwoodmontessorischool.blo
gspot.com/2015/10/practical-life-
exercises.html 

The Early Childhood Classes 

The Junior Elementary Classes 
class that has allowed 
them to try both a regular 
recipe as well as a gluten 
free recipe and both were 
very well received. All of 
the children tried not only 
the French Bread but also 
the GF version. They 
rounded out their bread 
making endeavor by 
learning to make home-
made butter to go along 
with it. The science behind 
air molecules attaching to 
the fat in the cream is what 
interested the children the 
most.  

As we wrapped our unit 
on Medieval Europe, the 
Junior Griffins 
experimented with two 
types of bread, royal and 
peasant. Ms. Corinne put 
together a lesson in which 
we learned that with 
privilege came yeast and 
greater flavor. The 
peasant class tended to eat 
plain, unleavened bread. 
We made both types of 
bread and as we tasted 
them we compared and 
contrasted them using 2 
overlapping hoola-hoops 
to create a Venn diagram 
(see photo). It was an 
interesting way of 
examining life in the 
Middle Ages and a tasty 
one too! 
As an extension to the 
Medieval studies, Ms. 
Michelle’s class is trying 
out new recipes in class, 
while trying their hand at 
making French bread. 
They have a unique set of 
circumstances in their 
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Ten step handwashing 
exercise in the Practical 

Life area. 



We speak a lot about being 
mindful in our actions, in our 
learning and in our day to day 
interactions. Having a mindful 
classroom is a goal that every 
teacher strives for, especially 
as she learns more and more 
about brain science and how 
mindfulness increases 
students’ ability to reflect on 
themselves and their learning, 
but what does it look like in 
our classrooms? It looks like 
modeling mindful thoughts, 
prompting students to use 
words and actions that are 
mindful and encouraging 
students to engage in 

metacognition. Here is one 
snapshots of how we are 
striving for that lofty goal in 
the Senior Elementary 
classrooms: Each day we have 
a word that we discuss that 
connects with mindfulness. 
We learn and incorporate this 
word into our vocabulary by 
beginning our day with 
defining the word. The 
students then discuss if they 
feel that this word exhibits a 
growth mindset or a fixed 

mindset, terms that they have 
become familiar with this year 
in their approach to their 
learning. One day, we chose 

toppings. We are now 
reading "Harry Potter and the 
Chamber of Secrets," and 
enjoying it so far! Many of 
the students prefer playing 
outside in the orchard in after 
cool, where they are working 
on building forts with their 
friends. Tumbleweeds, sticks, 
grass, apple tree branches 
and flowers are some of the 
materials being used to create 
these fantastic structures. Ms. 
Lori brought stamps into 
Aftercool, and many of the 

"Mom/Dad, can you please 

come back later so I can play 

in after cool longer?" is a 
common question heard in 
Aftercool, and I couldn't be 
more pleased about that! We 
finished reading "Harry 
Potter and the Sorcerer's 
Stone" and watched the 
movie to compare and 
contrast the two. During the 
movie viewing, the students 
were treated to a popcorn bar, 
with many thanks to the 
parents who donated 

The Senior Elementary Classes 

The AFTERCOOL Program (6-12 years) 

The AFTERCARE Program (2-6 years) by Cyndie Roy 
will be gathering eggs from our very 
own chickens and making omelettes. 
Week two we will begin to discover 
all things Autumn. We will be 
gathering leaves to do leaf rubbings. 
We will then make collages out of 
different items that the kiddos pick 
up during our nature walk. We will 
lay out the different leaves that we 
find and try and identity what type 
of tree that leaf came from. We will 
sing, Five Little Leaves Falling 
From a Tree and the children will do 
a little skit to this song as well. We 
will be making cookies out of leaf 
shapes and frosting them. 
Week three the children will make 
their very own scarecrows out of 

corn husks. They will be playing a 
game called, find your way out of 

the corn maze. We will be 
learning and singing, Six Little 
Scarecrows and acting it out as 
well. We will be making 
cornbread muffins for our cooking 
day. 
Week four the children will be 
making Pinecone Turkeys out of 
various different materials they 
may choose from. I will be hiding 
pictures of Turkeys throughout 
the room and the children will 
play the game, how many turkeys 

can you find? We will be learning 
a finger play to, Five Wild 
Turkeys and will proceed to act it 

I for one welcome the change of 
weather and the feeling of fall in the 
air. The warm weather has worn out 
its welcome. Speaking of weather 
changes, it is time to replenish your 
child's extra change of clothing. We 
discover when we go to use the extra 
clothing that it's not suitable for the 
colder weather. 
We will begin this month learning 
about farm animals. The children will 
make an animal of their choice out of 
paper plates and various cutouts of 
the animals’ body parts. We will play 
the game, Duck, Duck, Goose and 
sing along to, Old McDonald. The 
children will act out a skit to, 
Chicken Little. Ending our week we 
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to examine the word 
‘discipline’. Many students 
decided that discipline 
showed a growth mindset 

because it would mean setting 
goals and continuing to work 
to achieve them without 
giving up. One thoughtful 
student looked at the word in 
a different way and declared it 
to be a fixed mindset word. 
While his peers looked at him 
in confusion, he went on to 
explain, “Well, what if you 
are so disciplined with 
something that you basically 
get in a rut and just keep 
doing something over and 

students are coloring them 
with markers to make 
unique, antique looking 
stamped images and putting 
them together in stamp 
books. The students have 
also been coloring 
pumpkins, bats, owls, and 
scarecrows to adorn the 
classroom walls. With the 
moderate fall temperatures, 
Cross Country Club 
members have enjoyed 
pleasant runs in the bosque 
as they train for the Bosque 

over again without really 
thinking about why you are 
doing it or if you should try 
something else? That would 
be showing a fixed mindset.” 
Since then, we have one brave 
student try to look at each 
daily word from a different 
perspective! To learn more 
about growth and fixed 
mindset, please visit this 
website: 
www.mindsetworks.com.  

Firebolt 5K on November 
8th.  

out together. We will be making 
Crockpot Bread Pudding for our 
cooking project. 
It’s going to be a great month of 
learning and eating together. I 
hope you will join me for daycare 
on Wednesday, November 25 if 
you are working. We will be 
closed on the 27th this year so 
here’s wishing you all a blessed 
and happy holiday with your 
loved ones. 



Thank you to all the families that 
supported the recent Empty 
Bowls project with your $10 
purchase of your artists bowl at 
our Fall Festival! We raised $550 
for the hungry in our area. Many 
of you shared how you have a 
truly beautiful collection of 
bowls and joyful reminders of 
your children’s creative 
expression through the years of 
art making at Cottonwood. If you 
missed out, there are a few bowls 
still available; please see your 

child’s teacher to purchase one.    

Printmaking and image transfer 
techniques continue for EC as 
children explore texture and 

color. Study of the dot as mark 
continues for Jr El artists with 
the optical color mixing 
technique of Pointillism 
developed by French artist 
Georges Seurat. Sr El artists 
have looked back to prehistoric 
cave paintings to explore the 
beginnings of mark making with 
3D cave paintings. Please enjoy 
the Cottonwood cave on the wall 
of the back art studio in the MPR 
before or after our art classes or 
during sing-a-long. Fifth grade 
artists will be participating in the 
upcoming Bosque Arts Festival 
on Saturday, November 14th 
from 10am to 3pm to celebrate 

20 years of the arts at that school. 
All are welcome to view the Bosque 
School’s  campus wide art 
installations and student 
performances in Budagher Hall and 
the Black Box Theatre. I thank  Ms. 
Wendy for extending this wonderful 
opportunity to our 5th grade artists!  

Cottonwood artists will continue 
celebrating all things autumn in the 
art studios with Ms. Tricia Larese in 
November as we transition the 
program back under her direction. I 
have really enjoyed my time 
teaching at Cottonwood and look 
forward to many more 
collaborations with Tricia in the 
future as a parent volunteer. 

The Early Childhood students 
have taken to the business 
side of the garden. They 
harvest and clean the eggs 
before organizing them by 
the dozen to be sold. They 
also make sure the chickens 
are fed and watered keeping 
Cottonwood’s feathered 
friends happy and productive.  
Feel free to stop by the 
greenhouse to say hello and 

see what we have growing! 

 Fall is in the air and along 
with the changing leaves 
comes changes in the garden 
as well. The Jr. Elementary 
students have been hard at 
work digging up the flower 
beds preparing them for fall 
vegetables. Within the 
coming weeks we will plant 
lettuce, kale, carrots, onions, 
cucumbers, spinach, and 
snow peas from seeds 
purchased with our “egg” 
money.  

Art Program by Melissa Busse 

Environmental Ed Program by Cory Calvert 

Drama Program by Wendy Scott 
are continuing to expand their 
abilities with group work, 
concentration exercises and 
movement games. We have had 
some fantastic Build a Machine 

creations including a diamond 
making machine, a robot 
making machine, and a coin 
pressing machine. The classes 
have started doing some small 
group performance work. We 
used the story of The 
Mysterious Giant of Barletta by 
Tomie De Paola as a starting 
point for scene work. Their 
retelling of the story was even 

more delightful than the 
original! 
The Senior Elementary 
students are stepping up to the 
challenge of large group 
exercises, improv 
opportunities, and games of 
intense concentration. We 
also used our time and skills 
in drama class to strengthen 
the Night of the Notables 
performances. Their work will 
knock your socks off and 
teach you something as well! 

Our Early Childhood classes 
have been captivated with our 
Story Theater book of the 
month. The Three Billy Goats 

Gruff is an old Norwegian tale 
with many wonderful 
versions. The children have 
loved taking turns playing the 
goats, the troll, and our group 
"bridge". We have also 
introduced the language of 
stage directions this month 
that includes an in-class job 
that is available as a work 
choice.     
The Junior Elementary classes 
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What fun we have had 
listening and moving to 
music from the Renaissance 
and Baroque period. Our 
early childhood classes 
walked and danced like 
‘Lords and Ladies” as we 
listened to Johann Sebastian 
Bach and Domenico 
Scarlatti.  We learned that the 
harpsichord is a keyboard 
instrument that plucks the 
strings and that it came 
before the pianoforte.  Many 
of the junior elementary 
students thought the 
harpsichord sounded like a 

guitar!   
Our toddlers galloped and 
jumped and marched their 
way through October and 
will continue to sing their 
favorite songs as they “march 
and march and stop.” We will 
continue listening and 
moving to music in all of our 
classes, but the early 
childhood and elementary 
classes will begin preparing 
for our annual Peace Concert, 
December 6th at 2PM at the 
Albuquerque Academy.  We 
will practice our songs of 
peace as well as practice our 

Alana Messex, age four, won  
for THE MOST CREATIVE. 
 
And Trinity 
Rice, age 3, won 
for the CUTEST. 
 
Ms. Michelle’s 
class pumpkin 
seen here, won 
for THE BEST 
CLASS. 
 
The PEOPLE’S CHOICE 
AWARD went to Ms. 
Amanda’s class who won the 
majority with $16 in votes.  

The annual Pumpkin Carving 
Contest had 14 entries this year 
and netted the UNICEF fund 
$31. 
 
One winner in six categories 
won a new book. 
 
Shane Torres-Tijerina, grade 2, 
won for the SCARIEST 
PUMPKIN. 
 
Charlotte Crichlow, grade 3 and 
her brother Noah Crichlow, 
grade 1, won for the 
FUNNIEST PUMPKIN (shown 
on the right). 

Music Program by Moe Hickey 

Pumpkin Contest Supports UNICEF! 

Physical Education Program by Kellie Nickerson 
majority of the students favorite 
activity. This included moving 
like a jack-in-the-box, an 
elevator, a rubber band, a 
fluttering leaf, a flat tire, and 
more. We then used all of these 
movements to play a game 
called, "I See, I See!" The 
students would ask me what I 
saw, and I would describe 
something such as, cats walking 
on a fence, and then the 
students would do that 
movement. Making animal 
noises and pretending to be 

different animals brought the 
children so much joy! Next up 
for the early childhood is using 
the parachute! The elementary 
classes have been working on a 
volleyball unit. The first week, 
the students used balloons to 
learn the correct striking 
technique. They learned to 
bump, set, and serve a volleyball 
after that and worked hard to 
learn the correct technique. 
Enthusiasm ran high with the 
students, as most were learning a 
new sport. The unit concluded 

 This beautiful fall weather has 
provided us with excellent 
conditions to play and learn 
outside in PE. The early 
childhood classes have been 
learning to move like different 
animals such as elephants, cats, 
horses, frogs, and rabbits. 
Another challenging work for 
the students has been practicing 
different single leg and 
balancing poses, such as the 
stork stand and the forward 
balance. Creative stunts and 
challenges seemed to be the 
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stage presence and audience 
etiquette. “Concert dress” is 
required for our 
performance – white top 
and black bottoms.  Keep it 
simple please – no writing on 
the tops and no colors.  The 
rationale being that we are 
one group, an ensemble, and 
we want to have a somewhat 
uniform look when we 
perform. Note: Toddlers will 
not be performing as we have 
learned that they are not 
ready developmentally to 
stand on a stage in front such 
a big audience but we do 

The voting earned another 
$33.54 for our charity totaling 

$64.54 for the 
UNICEF fund. 
 
Be sure to turn 
in your 
UNICEF 
BOXES as 
soon as 
possible so 
that Ms. Susan 

and her class can count the 
money. She will announce how 
much Cottonwood raised for 
the world’s neediest children at 
the Friday sing-along. 

invite Toddler families to 
attend the concert. 
Ms. Elizabeth, Ms. Estela, 
Ms, Susan, Ms. Michelle, 
Ms. Amanda and Ms. 
Julia’s classes will all be 
performing at the Peace 
Concert. Please save the 
date and invite your friends 
and family to the show. It’s 
a wonderful way to launch 
the holidays! 
The CSPA will be holding 
a bake sale at the event to 
raise funds and we will all 
go to eat afterward at 
Tomato Café on Holly Ave 

We thank all of you who 
participated in our contest! 
Your efforts helped us to 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE in 
the lives of the world’s most 
vulnerable children by 
providing: 
 
Clean Water 
Nutrition 
Immunizations 
Education and Schools 
Help for the Disabled 
Emergency Disaster Relief 
Aid for Children in Conflict 
 

with a volleyball game for 
those who felt ready, and 
with more practice on 
getting the ball over the 
net with a partner for the 
students who wanted to 
work a little more on 
developing their skills. 



Did you know that when 
you give to United Way 
through your work place 
giving campaign, you can 
designate Cottonwood 
School as a recipient of your 
funds? 
As a non-profit, and 501(c)3 
organization, we are listed in 
the catalog of organizations 
that United Way supports. 
Your tax deductible gift to the 
United Way will flow through 
to us and go to supporting our 
Scholarship Program. We 
offer preferential need based 
financial aid to active 

military, veterans, police/fire/
education workers and to 
LGBT families, as well as 
families in our community 
who are in need of assistance. 
When you authorize United 
Way to send your charitable 
funds to the school you are 
helping your friends and 
neighbors, community 
workers and those in need 
with quality child care 
assistance and elementary 
education to enrich the lives 
of the people who work for 
our freedom and safety. 
Please consider giving to 

Cottonwood when your 
company campaign renews! 
You help so many people 
when you do! We thank you 
in advance for your 
consideration. For more 
information on United Way 
giving, please see Trish 
Nickerson and she will help 
you with your donation.  

Family donates the chile and 
tortillas, and they all put in 
the labor of love to produce 
the best homemade breakfast 

burritos this side of the river!  

In September, the Burrito 
Brigade earned $519 in 
sales. On October 2, when 
the balloons began sailing 
overhead, they sold their 
wares and earned another 
$539 to put toward the 
annual fund. In November, 
they raised $470. Our goal 

Our dedicated Burrito 
Brigade Chaired by Wendy 
Scott and supported by 
Gene Baca, Christine Baca, 
Dikla Baranes, Sarah 
Crichlow, Abigail Eaves, 
Kristen Hatch, Tammy 
Jones, Sandy Tijerina, and 
Jennifer and Justin White 
are rolling right along with 
your favorite flavors for 
you to enjoy. The Brigade, 
purchases all of their own 
food supplies, the Baca 

this year is to raise $5000 to 
contribute to our 1000 for 
1000 Campaign!  

We thank you all for your 
patronage and hope you will 
continue to support their 
efforts by donating supplies, 
cooking burritos, helping a 
cook or purchasing burritos 

for your home or office! 

United Way Supports Cottonwood! 

The Burrito Brigade sponsored by BUENO FOODS 

Firebolt  5K Fun Run Returns Nov 2016 
Peter Menice drew caricatures 
of our guests! Kellie Nickerson 
ran the event and her father and 
brother timed it for us. Many 
thanks to all who attended, 
especially our volunteers who 
helped to set up, run and take 
down the event. What would 
we ever do without you, Matt  
and Estela Cross-Guillen, 
Peggy Weeks, John and Leslie 
Wegrzynek, Becky Fastle,  
Cibola Key Club, Corinne 
Matthes, Val Armenta, Shanual 
Brown, Michelle Fonseca and 
Taylor Black? Muchas Gracias! 

Butter Beer  88 

Walk in registrations              275.4 

Registration check                   90 

Registration cash                   30 

ACTIVE                2730 

TOTAL                              3213.4
                      

EXPENSES 

Tee shirts                              501.40   

Medals                                      117 

 PROFIT                 2595 

The Harry Potter Fun Run was 
a wonderful event. We had 106 
walkers and runners participate 
this year. Adults and children 
alike joined in the fun. Entire 
families spent time in the 
bosque together enjoying the 
fantastic fall weather and 
raising money for our school. 
The event was followed by a 
Magical Faire with Quidditch 
games, butter beer, wand and 
snitch making and a Bertie 
Bott’s Bean Toss. Tricia 
Larese, as Professor Trelawney, 
gave out Patronus totems and 
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Development  and Fundraising 



3896 Corrales Road 
Corrales, New Mexico  87048 

505-897-8375 
 
 

Did you know that one of the easiest ways 

to give to the school is to  

buy gift cards or  

order gift cards with your reward points? 

 

At present we are asking for gift cards 

from TARGET 

so that we can use them to decorate  

the new school library. 

cold calculation is shocking to 
most—but at least we find out 
very quickly that she lived and 
prospered. It is amazing how 
much of children’s literature does 
have these flash moments of what 
adults view as possibly scarring 
displays of violence. Gosh, look 
way back at the original Grimm 
and other Germanic fairy 
tales. People in Japanese and 
Chinese tales often have terrible 
things happen to them.  
 
 And, of course, the increase of 
violence and adult situations 
(alcoholic or abusive parents, 
verbal abuse, domestic violence, 
violent loss of a parent, dealing 
with terminally ill siblings, even 
rape) in award-wining, 
communally lauded “good books” 
for kids and teens is an 
ongoing discussion among people 
who study youth literature. Can 
pre-teens and teens no longer 
respond to works of beauty, 
friendship, and the overcoming of 
obstacles that don’t require the 
clean-up of a good therapist?  
 
 But I wonder…should we try to 
create and celebrate well written 
literature that “sets an example” of 
the behavior and values that we 
would like to encounter?  

In selecting the book for our 
annual Community Read this 
year, the committee was looking 
for a rich and engaging story 
which could be read to and 
understood by preschoolers as 
well as upper elementary students 
and their parents. Out of 45 
selections, we had narrowed it 
down to three when the school 
faculty suggested a write-in to the 
list. Having spent the year 
preparing cultural curriculum for 
renaissance Europe and Asia, 
they were looking for something 
along the lines of a fairy tale with 
a dragon story when someone 
proposed we read Where the 

Mountain Meets the Moon by 
Grace Lin. Following was a great 
deal of discussion around content, 
stereotypes, cultural authenticity 
and age appropriateness when 
one teacher stated, “I have a 
problem with the magistrate 
stabbing an infant in the head at 
the start of the story. It might be 
difficult for our younger students 
to understand. And should we be 
exposing them to that dark side of 
literature so early?” 
 
 I’m rereading the book right now 
with a purposefully open mindset 
and I do agree it will be a good 
choice. I know, the girl getting 
stabbed in the head with such 

Goodness 
knows 
violence and 
tragedy exist 
in the world, 
but in a work of fiction where you 
can create any world you like, do 
we need to mimetically reproduce 
the less desirable aspects of our 
society for an impressionable 
youth?  Right now, the majority 
says yes, that is the role of 
fiction. People, even young people, 
want to see the world they live in 
reflected back at them but 
intensified and with a hero who 
overcomes circumstances they 
encounter in their own lives. (Sad to 
think that this many reading youth 
encounter violence in their lives, 
isn’t it?)  Anyway, it is then 
encouraging to me to see kids 
enjoying the story of a mouse and a 
cricket living in a subway station, or 
a girl who goes off and meets 
talking dragons who leapt off a 
scroll.  A little stab to the head is 
easily gotten around.  
 
  
Kristie Gilbert is a volunteer 
librarian at Cottonwood 
Montessori School in Corrales, 
New Mexico and full time mom to 
an elementary and middle school 
student. She can be reached for 
comment at klgilb@earthlink.net. 

Community Read by Kristie Gilbert 
www.cottonwoodschool.org 

 
3896 Corrales Rd 

Corrales, NM 
87048 

Our Mission 

Our mission is to 
encourage the  

potential of each 
child through an 
interdisciplinary 

curriculum which 
cultivates  

intellectual 
achievement,  

artistic abilities 
and creative  
reasoning in  

accordance with 
Montessori   
philosophy. 


